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not long keep him, for he had one quality that would preserve him from being very long in ill hands, which was he would hear all persons, and admit of informations by the back door, when those that seemed favourites httle dreamed of it. He lamented the interest that the Duchess of Portsmouth had with the King, she betraying him to Erance, not only as to his councils, but in his affections. He said the King was too passive in these things, and that it was his greatest fault that he would not be persuaded to resent some things which he clearly saw, as he ought, and keep up that height which belonged to his dignity. As to my particular, he told me I had enviers as well as himself, and that when I came into the country I might endeavour to demean myself so as to gain as much as it was possible. I said it would be hard to gain people in the post I was in, their envy I hoped beino-more against my preferment than against my person; but I would follow his advice in that as well as in all things else that I could possibly. I took leave of his J lordship that night, and set forward for Yorkshire the 23rd day of March.
Upon the whole matter I perceived my Lord Privy Seal had the better and most approved cause, and my Lord lloehcster the better interest. The first weighed more in parts, in his family, estate, and his reputation in the nation ; the other weighed more, though undeservedly, •with the Duke of York, the Duchess of Portsmouth, my Lord of Onnond, and most of those at Court, who depended upon the King's purse, of which his lordship was the chief dispenser. And the fear was that the diligence of these so near the King might work upon him, so as to relinquish my Lord Privy Seal, who depended upon no other person nor interest but his own ; and those services that he not only had performed, but was best able to render the Crown.
March 2G.    I arrived happily at Thrybergh, coming